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WHO WE ARE & WHAT WE DO

ABOUT MACEDO VITORINO



ABOUT US The firm recogn ised by The European Lega l 500, IFLR 1000 and Chambers and

Partners for its work in its main practice areas.

Our team is committed , hard working, accessible and friendly. We believe in

colleg ia lity , t eamwork, t rust and loyalty . Clients valu e our team approach, the good

management of time and our focus on their business goals.

We advise:

▪ NATIONAL AND MULTINATIONAL COMPANIE S

▪ BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

▪ FUNDS

▪ BUSINESS AND SCIENTIFIC ASSOCIATIONS

▪ FOREIGN EMBASSIES

▪ INDIVIDUAL ENTREPRENE URS

▪ PRIVATE EQUITIES

▪ START-UP S

▪ PRIVATE CLIENTS

MACEDO VITORINO is a lead ing P or tu gu ese law fir m. We

ad vi se d omestic and for eign c li ents in a wid e r ange of bu sin ess

sector s, in clud ing ban kin g, di str ibu t ion, ind u stry , en ergy, TMT

and p ro jec ts. We ar e kn own for our p rofessiona l and cl i en t

or ien ted ap proach to complex and d if f i cu lt matters.

S ince th e foun da tion of our fir m in 19 96 we h ave b een

invo lved in sever al h igh pr ofi l e tr an sac t ion s in al l o f th e firm ’ s

f i eld s o f p rac ti ce, inc lu din g ban kin g and finan ce, capi ta l

mar kets, corp or a te and M& A, etc. . We h ave al so acted on

man y comp lex d isp utes and r estructu rin gs.

We h ave strong r ela t ion sh ip s with man y o f th e leadin g

interna t iona l fi rms in Eu rop e, Asia an d th e Amer ica s, wh ich

en ab le u s to handle cross-bor der transact ion s effec ti vely .

PR ES ENT AITO N T IT LE4
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THE SELF -

CONSUMPTION 

FRAMEWORK



In Portuga l, elect ric it y self-con sumpt ion is ru led by Decree-Law 15 /2022 .

Self-consumpt ion p romotes elect ric ity decentra liz ed p roduct ion from

renewable sources.

Energy self- con sumpt ion is the product ion of renewab le energy by a f ina l

con sumer th rough one or more p roduct ion un it( s) for self-consumpt ion

(UPAC – unidade de produção para autoconsumo) in a fac ility owned by that

ind iv idua l that can store or sell in-hou se produced elect ric it y of a

renewable source.

Self - consumption can be:

▪ Indiv idual , when the f in a l con sumer p roduces renewab le energy for

themselves; or

▪ Collec tive , when the energy p roduced is to be con sumed in two or

more fac ilit ies of d ifferent self -consumers.

Accord ing to DGEG data : b etween 2016 and 2021 , decentra liz ed in sta lled

power in creased by 66 % and photovolta ic UPAC increased by around 90%.

The u se of UPAC f rom non-solar sources was a lmost non-existent.

TRANSITION
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Decentralized Installed Power in Portugal (kW)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Total Power 219 510 262 908 304 849 389 718 430 446 654 836

UPAC 43 110 86 183 130 570 215 704 256 433 480 850

Photovoltaics 43 077 85 774 123 903 204 878 245 606 470 024

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

0

1000000

Installed capacity in 

photovoltaic UPAC (kW)

https://dre.pt/dre/legislacao-consolidada/decreto-lei/2022-177634029


Both ind iv idua l and collect ive self- con sumpt ion is sub ject to a p rior control

procedure which, depending on the in stalled capac ity of UPAC, can be:

▪ Production and Operation License : in sta lled capac it y grea ter th an 1

MW;

▪ Prior Registration and Operating Certificate : in sta lled capac ity

grea ter than 30 kW and equal to or less than 1 MW; and

▪ Prior Notice : in sta lled capac ity greater than 700 kW and equa l to or

less th an 30 kW.

The d istribu t ion of spare RESP in ject ion capac ity determines if a

Product ion Licen se can be awarded or not . The licen se award depends on

the payment of a security deposit obta ined th rough ( i) a genera l access

request (when there is ava ilab le capac it y) , ( ii) a request-agreement

between the interested party and RESP ’s operator (the interested party

shou ld cover the f inanc ia l cost s of con st ruct ion or improvement of the grid

necessary for the recept ion of the energy p roduced by UPAC) , or ( iii) a

compet itive p rocedure.

Sp are RESP in jection capacity is not necessary where there is:

▪ UPAC with su rplus in jection into RESP of less than 1 MW;

▪ Hybrid izat ion by add ing a new product ion un it to a UPAC that u ses a

d if f erent p rimary sou rce of renewab le energy , without ch ang ing the

assigned in jection capacity ;

▪ Over-equ ipment th rough the in sta llat ion of more generat ing equ ipment

or inverters in UPAC if it means an in sta lled capac ity of up to 20% of

th e assigned connection power;

▪ Retrof it by rep lac ing the generat ing equ ipment tota lly or part ia lly ,

without chang ing the dep loyment polygon , with a max imum in crease of

20% of the power in itially a ssigned.

Unt il April 19 , 2024 , the award of an Operat ion Licen se or Operat ion

Cert if icate is not necessary whenever the network operator verif ies the

ex istence of favorab le cond it ion s for connect ion . The exempt ion must be

requested three years a f ter that verif ication.

PRIOR CONTROL
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LICENS ING
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TRC ASS IGNMENT METHOD  - GENERAL ACCESS
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TRC ASS IGNMENT METHOD - AGREEMENT
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TRC ASS IGNMENT METHOD - COMPETITIVE  PROCEDURE
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Production and Exploration License Previous Registration and Certificate of Operation

Entity DGEG DGEG (through the Self-Consumption website).

Requesting a Production 
License / Prior Registration

1 year after the award of the capacity reservation title when 
environmental impact assessment is required or 6 months if it is 

not required.
No deadline.

Initial elements Established in Annex I of Decree Law No. 15/2022
Defined in article 3 (individual self-consumption) and article 4e (collective self-

consumption) of DGEG’s Order 46/2019 of 12/30/2019.

Security deposit
10,000 EUR/MVA (for competitive bidding, the value of the deposit 

is established in the tender documents).
5000 EUR/MVA.

Application for an Operating 
License / Operating Certificate

One year from the issue date of the Production License. It can be 
extended, once, for another year.

Nine months from the issue date of the Prior Registration. It can be extended, 
once, for another half period. 

Insurance
Civil liability insurance is required for the Operation License 

issuance request that guarantees the liability of the license holder.
Civil liability insurance is required for the request for the Operating Certificate 

issue, which guarantees the Previous Registration holder’s liability.

PRODUCTION LICENCE  AND PRIOR REGISTRATION

https://apps.dgeg.gov.pt/DGEG/


COORDINATION WITH OTHER FRAMEWORKS
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ENERGY TRADE

Both in ind iv idua l or collect ive self -con sumpt ion , th e su rp lu s energy f rom

non - consumed production can be sold and paid:

▪ In an organ ized market or th rough b ila tera l contract ing , for a p rev iou sly

agreed price;

▪ Through the market part ic ip ant aga in st payment of a f reely agreed upon

price;

▪ Through a market aggregator, who must pu rchase the energy produced

by the p roducers.

Unt il th e market fac ilitator license is granted , th e la st resort supp lier

(CUR) ensu res the acqu isit ion of the elect ric it y wh ich authorized power

for in ject ion in to RESP does not exceed 1 MW.

The Government can a lso create support schemes for p roduct ion from

renewable energy sources, subject to competitive p rocedures.

ENERGY SHARING AND TRADE

14

ENERGY SHARING

EGAC must inform network operators about the desired sharing method

of collect ive self-con sumpt ion , for d ist ribut ing UPAC product ion between

self-con sumers. I f EGAC st ays silen t , th e network opera tor shares

p roportionally each insta llation based on measured consumption.

Energy sh aring can be b ased on:

▪ Fixed coef f ic ient s d iff erent iated by working days, holidays, weekends,

and /or seasons;

▪ Variab le coef f ic ient s based on h ierarchy or on consumpt ion measured

in each period within the t ime frame established in ERSE regulat ions;

▪ The combinat ion of f ixed and variable coeff icients; and

▪ The use of spec if ic dynamic management systems, th rough mon itoring ,

cont rol, and dynamic energy management (being necessary to p rov ide

network operators with measu ring equ ipment data and sharing

coef f ic ient ).



There are collect ive self-con sumers (ACC) , Renewab le Energy

Communities (CER), and Citizens' Energy Communities (CCE) .

ACC is a group of at least two end con sumers who share the energy

p roduced by both or by on ly one of them, as well a s RESP access costs.

Join ing can be possib le or not . ACC organ izat ion is sub ject to the approva l

of in terna l regu lat ions and the EGAC system manager appointment . ACC

shou ld be connected th rough RESP or the in terna l g rid . In ACC, a ll self-

con sumers are join tly responsible for compliance with legal ob ligations.

DGEG must be informed of any interna l regu lat ion s unt il 3 month s a fter

the beg inn ing of operat ion of UPAC, to def in e, at least , th e criteria for the

f ree ent ry of n ew members and the withdrawa l of part ic ip ant s, ru les for

sharing energy and payment of tarif fs, commerc ia l rela t ion s, and what

h appens to su rpluses.

CER and CEE are lega l p erson s, created when their members (na tura l or

lega l p erson s of pub lic or p riva te natu re, ma in ly non-p rof it) join , open and

voluntary . Management ru les shou ld be set in art ic les of assoc iat ion or

interna l regu lat ion s. Part ic ipant s of CER and CCE must be con sumers.

CCE can a lso p roduce, d istribu te, trade, con sume, aggregate, and store

energy regard less of whether the p rimary source is renewab le or non-

renewable.

The p rox imity between UPAC and consumpt ion fac ilit ies is mandatory for

p roduction activities. The distance cannot be greater than:

▪ 2 km or for LV networks, they must be connected to the same

t ran sformer st ation; or

▪ 4 km for MV connect ion s, 10 km for HV connect ions, and 20 km for

EHV connections.

COLLECTIVE  SELF-CONSUMPTION
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ACC CER / CCE

Constitution
Two or more individual self-consumers

A legal person formed by self-consumers (natural or legal persons, public or 
private, including small and medium-sized enterprises or local authorities), 
and whose purpose is environmental, economic and social benefits for its 

members or to the sites where it operates, rather than financial gain

Admission of new members Subject to the criteria set out in Internal Regulations Open

Members leaving Subject to the criteria set out in Internal Regulations Open if they fulfill the obligations to which they are bound

UPAC Ownership Owned by one or more self-consumers, or by third parties
CER / CCE or by third parties provided that UPAC operates for the benefit and 

service of the community

Legal responsibilities Joint responsibility between self-consumers Joint responsibility between CER / CCE and its members

Management rules Internal Regulations Articles of association or internal regulations

Management responsibility EGAC (may be one of the self-consumers or a third party) CER, one of its participants or a third party

COLLECTIVE  SELF-CONSUMPTION
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The E lect ro- inten sive Customer Statu te (Estatuto do Cliente Eletro intens ivo -

ECE) was ru led by M in isteria l Order no. 112/2022 , estab lish ing ob ligat ions

and support measu res for con sumpt ion fac ilit ies that stand by th is statu te

th rough a standard form contract to benefit f rom:

▪ Partial reduction (min imum d iscount of 75% ) of CIEG lev ied on the

g loba l u se of the system tarif f , regard ing the con sumpt ion of energy

th a t comes from RESP;

▪ Total exemption f rom charges correspond ing to CIEG lev ied on the

g loba l u se-of- system tariff , for energy tha t is self -con sumed and

supp lied through RESP;

▪ Access to a risk hedging mechanism , at least 10% of the elect ric ity

con sumpt ion from renewab le sou rces acqu ired th rough lon g-term

contract s, with a min imum durat ion of f ive years (st ill sub ject to

app roval b y the European Commission); and

▪ Exemption from the app licat ion of the p rox imit y crit eria between

UPAC and the location of the consumption in st allation.

E lect ricity consumers can subscribe to this sta tute if they :

▪ Belong to one of the bu siness sectors iden t if ied in Annex 3 or Annex 5

of the Eu ropean Commission Commun icat ion 2014 /C 200/01 on

“Gu idelines on State Aid for Env ironmenta l P rotect ion and Energy

2014-2020”;

▪ Have an EHV, HV, or MV connection to the grid;

▪ Comp ly with the requ irements estab lished under the EU ETS or the

I n tensive Energy Consumption Management System;

▪ Have an annua l elect ric it y con sumpt ion equa l to or greater than 20

GWh and an annua l consumpt ion ( in the norma l off-p eak and peak

hours) equa l to or grea ter than 40% of the annua l elect ric ity

con sumpt ion; and

▪ Have an annua l elect ro- inten sit y level equa l to or greater than 1 kWh/€

of gross va lue added (GVA) , by the arithmet ic average of the la st th ree

years.

ELECTRO-INTENSIVE  SELF -CONSUMPTION
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52014XC0628(01)


Request s to join ECE must be submit ted to DGEG unt il June 15 . They

must in c lude:

▪ Iden tif ication of the applicant ;

▪ Iden tif ication of the consumption in st allation;

▪ Ind icat ion of the sector or sub -sector and the con sumpt ion

in sta llation's activity code;

▪ Proof of the electric energy supply contract;

▪ Proof of comp liance with the requ irement s for the lawfu l con sumpt ion

in sta llation's activity performance, where applicable; and

▪ Gross annua l added va lu e of the consumpt ion in sta llat ion in the la st

th ree years, duly certif ied and aud ited.

I f th e request is accep ted , DGEG will send the con sumer the dra ft of the

ECE standard form contract pub lished th rough Order no. 5975-B/2022 for

signatu re. The standard contract is va lid for a year and is sub ject to

renewa l for an equa l period if the con sumer submit s a new request by June

15 of each year.

By join ing ECE , the con sumer will have to comp ly with techn ica l dut ies,

such as ( i) sub ject ing the benef ic iary in sta llat ion's measu rement ,

reg ist rat ion and control equ ipment to the techn ica l t erms to be def in ed by

the overa ll manager of the Nat iona l E lectric ity System, and ( ii) ob serv ing a

min imum availability ra te of 90% each year.

ECE standard form contract can termin ate if th e act iv ity ends, if ECE

elig ib ility requ irements are non- comp lied with and if cont ractua l terms or

the terms of th e ob ligat ion to in sta ll and opera te measu ring , record ing and

con trol equipment are changed and not communicated .

HOW TO JOIN ECE
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UPAC ELECTRO-INTENSIVE  LICENSING PROCESS
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Solar PV capac ity has grown act ively in Portuga l in the la st decade. The

country has now a PV capac ity of a lmost 1 .8 GW, and it is expected to

reach 9 GW by 2030.

Recent st at ist ics f rom DGEG show that 2021 set a record of 1777 MW of

photovolta ic power regard ing the in st a llat ion of new solar photovolta ic

cap ac ity in Portuga l. Accord ing to APREN (Portuguese Renewab le Energy

Assoc ia t ion) , in January 2022 Portuga l was the 4th country in Eu rope with

the h ighest renewab le incorporat ion in elect ric ity generat ion , with 4085

GWh of elect ric ity generated, of which 59.7% had a renewable origin.

Hav ing in mind the target s set by the Paris Agreement and the Nat iona l

Energy and Climate P lan 2021 -2030 (PNEC) , Portuga l committed to

ach iev ing a target of 80% elect ric ity p roduct ion from renewab le energy

sou rces by the end of 2030 and elect rify in g 65 % of th e economy by 2050 .

Regard ing the decent ra liz ed solar photovolta ic energy p roduct ion , th e goa ls

ou t lined by PNEC are amb it ious with a target of 0 .8 GW of in sta lled

capacity b y 2025 and 2 GW by 2030.

The development of self- con sumpt ion elect ric ity product ion is key to

meet ing Portuga l’s p roduct ion goa ls a s it faces the in frastru ctu ra l def ic it

th a t is

th e lack of recept ion cap ac ity in the pub lic network since on ly th e energy

produced and not con sumed is in jected into the network. The new

Nat iona l E lect ric it y System Law reinforced the focu s on self- con sumpt ion ,

by simp lify ing p rocedures and creat ing the Statute of the E lect ro- in ten sive

Customer.

The Statute of the E lectro-In ten sive Customer is espec ia lly important for

the democrat izat ion of self-con sumpt ion sin ce it a llows heavy industry to

con sume elect ric ity p roduced by UPAC (owned by th ird part ies) located

in other regions of the country with easier in stallation and solar exposure.

With the most favorab le perspect ives poin t ing to the ma intenance of h igh

elect ric it y p rices durin g 2022 , self -con sumpt ion is in creasin g ly drawing the

in terest of companies t ired of OMIE p rices.

Self-consumpt ion is expected to grow in the next few years in Portuga l.

New p layers and bu siness models capab le of sat isf y ing the count ry 's energy

needs are a lso likely to develop.

WHAT IS  EXPECTED FOR THE  FUTURE



João Vitorino

Jvitorino@macedovitorino.com

Frederico Vidigal

Fvidigal@macedovitorino.com

TEL. +351 213 241 900

DIR. +351 213 241 910

Rua do Alecrim 26E, 1200-018 

Lisboa, Portugal
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